
Differentiation
THE 3 SIBLINGS MODEL

Imagine two siblings, one in St Albans and one in 
Northampton, both of whom are going to London to meet up. 
The destination is the same but the journey is different. That is 
due to entirely different starting positions. The sibling from 
Northampton needs more work, more guidance and it will take 
them longer to get to London. However, the siblings in St 
Albans has a shorter journey and should be able to get to the 
destination much quicker. Imagine there was now a third 
sibling, this time without a car. They also had a different 
starting position, Bristol. They also travel to the destination in 
London, but they travel by train. Same destination, different 
journey, different method of transport.

THE LINK TO DIFFERENTIATION
The siblings are two students, both of whom have differing 
levels of prior knowledge of a topic. The teacher wants both of 
them to attain the same level of knowledge, but one of the 
students will need more input to get there. How that is 
delivered is entirely up to the teacher, with effective 
scaffolding put in place. The third student has a specific need 
due to the fact they do not have the same tools to access the 
question as the other two. They need a different method ‘of 
transport’, something specific to their need to still allow them 
to access the top level question; be that translated work, work 
in a different font size due to visual impairment or any other 
strategy to overcome a need.

SCAFFOLDING: AN EXAMPLE
Explain electrostatic induction? (The top level question, the 
key concept he wanted all pupils to be able to do)
Explain how one charged object could cause another object 
to become charged? (The top level question rephrased 
providing prompts, essentially scaffolded down)
Explain what happens when like or opposite charges are 
places near each other? (Prerequisite knowledge required to 
be able to answer the top level question, or the scaffolded 
question) @nlad84 https://researcherteacher.home.blog

Same destination, different journey


